
WHEN IT COMES TO DEFINING “YOUTH MINISTRY” I HAVE LONG LIKED THE SIMPLE 
 DEFINITION “MINISTRY TO, BY AND THROUGH YOUTH.”  THIS PAST YEAR, AND THIS  SUMMER 
ESPECIALLY, HAS SHOWN ME JUST HOW WONDERFUL BLURRY IS.  

by Craig McCourt, Director of Youth Ministries

 Let me explain,  sometimes ministries !nd themselves 
with very sharp clear edges that de!ne a ministry as 
 “children’s ministry” or “youth ministry.”  From Panda-
mania to Super Servant week I have discovered just how 
wonderfully blurred those line are here at Cross View.   
My participation along with several High School youth 
serving in various roles throughout our week-long VBS 
(something that might be called “children’s ministry”) 
involved us all.  Even our ValleyFair Day lunch involved 
adults who have no direct connection to Youth Min-
istry, helping the Board of Youth to raise funds for the 
Youth Stock Fund.  Youth served shoulder to shoulder 
with adults at Trinity First during our weeklong servant 
adventure.  "e connections made as our congregation 
continues to carry out blurry ministry is just another sign 
of our health and vision as a congregation.
 What an honor it is to serve among a people who 
love blurry ministry.  "ere are many ways in which you 
can cross over that blurry line into the world of Youth 
Ministry,  whatever your age or stage of life.  "rough our 
new WE CARE  NETWORK we are still looking for 

10 adults to  partner with one recently con!rmed youth, 
as an encourager.  Your role will be as simple as: to pray 
for them, remember them on their birthday, and greet 
them by name when you see them.  While the role may 
be simple, the power and e#ect in the lives of these youth 
is huge!
 Our College Care ministry is another blurry way 
to be  involved, watch for news about care packages, or 
special needs in support of our e#orts to stay connected 
with our college students.   Your generous support of our 
Youth Stock Fund also allows us to grow and ignite new 
ministry to, by and through our youth. Speaking of the 
Youth Stock Fund, over $6,000 was contributed to the 
work at Trinity First, based on the votes of the Stock-
holders at last fall’s Stockholders meeting.  "is was a 
larger share than we had planned, but the carpet proj-
ect became a larger project than anticipated.  "e results 
of this  project alone, along with the many other projects 
throughout their building, were amazing!
 So do not adjust your glasses – this blurriness is 
 natural – and a blessing!

Youth Ministry – It’s just a 



September 11, 2011
9:30 Education Fair & Fellowship

10:45 One Service only – Come one, come all!
Catered picnic, games and inflatables!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
In August: Music Camp & Sunday School
In September: CVU & ‘New Every Morning’

CROSS VIEW UNIVERSITY
 A new and exciting lineup of classes 
for Sunday Morning and Wednesday Eve-
nings are being planned under the banner 
of Cross View University.  Sunday morn-
ing will o#er two choices most Sundays.  A 
complete “Guide to Growth” for the 2011-
2012 year will be published in late August.  
Classes starting this fall will be numbered 
to help you !nd the type of Bible class you 
are looking for. 

101: Biblical !eme Studies (i.e. Bible 
Heroes, Grace in the Old Testament)

201: Focused, Topical Studies (i.e. New 
Members Class, Parenting)      

301: Biblical Text studies (i.e Book of the 
Bible)

401: Small Group (i.e. limited size group 
study)

“NEW EVERY MORNING”  
BEGINS IN SEPT.
 Many Christians !nd themselves 
struggling with a simple question: “So now 
what?”   I believe that I am saved through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. I 
believe the Bible is God’s inerrant Word. I 
believe that the Holy Spirit is leading me. I 
go to church regularly. I attend Bible stud-
ies, small groups, serve on a committee, and 
I even sing in the choir. I’m busy, I’m con-
nected, and I’m valuable to the church 

I attend. So now what? Have you heard a 
brother or sister in Christ say this or some-
thing similar? Perhaps you have been or 
are struggling with this question. We !nd 
peace when we commit ourselves to active 
worship and service in our congregations, 
but what about the rest of the week? How 
can we take this gift that God has blessed 
us with and learn to live it more fully every 
moment of every day of our lives?
 Coming this September - NEW EV-
ERY MORNING is an exciting congre-
gation wide program of preaching, Bible 
study, and meditation that is designed to 
lead us all through a process of personal 
daily renewal. After a !ve week sermon 
and Bible Study series we will be called to 
take a 30 day devotional journey together.  
NEW EVERY MORNING will help us 
see how God is ready to bring about simple, 
impactful changes our lives. "ese changes 
will lead us down a path that will teach us 
to experience the fullness of God’s bless-
ings manifested in our lives through daily 
renewal and submission to the perfect will 
of the Father.

INTEPLANETARY JAMMIN’ 
 Children entering grades 1-4 are in-
vited to join us for our 2nd Annual music 
camp at Cross View, August 1-5, 2011.  

Under the direction of Ms. Sarah Fin-
cham, children will meet daily 9 a.m. – 
12 noon, to learn a full musical to per-
form on Friday, August 5 at 11 a.m.  "e 
cost for the “out of this world” adventure 
is $35/child.  "ere are still spots avail-
able – so sign up today at www.crossview.
net!  Questions?   Contact Christine Eid 
at the church o$ce, or at Christine@
crossview.net.

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL – 
THE ARMOR OF GOD
 We continue in the month of August 
to learn more about how God provides us 
with protection in this world as we follow 
Him. In August, we will look at the hel-
met of salvation, the sword of the spirit, 
the power of prayer, and standing !rm 
with family and friends.  Children of all 
ages are invited to join us each Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. in classroom 218.  Going on 
vacation?  Take Sunday School with you!  
Copies of each week’s lesson are available 
on the bulletin board next to Christine 
Eid’s o$ce (across from the bathrooms).  
Take a copy and do Sunday School as a 
family each week to grow together in the 
Word of God.



EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Preschool Graduation is Coming in August;
ECC Alumni Return During Summer

ECC GRADUATION 8/17
 Preschool Graduation is coming this month at the Early 
 Childhood Center.  As it is so aptly called, our Goodbye Party is 
our opportunity to celebrate the 22 children who will be going o# to 
Kindergarten this fall.  What a joy it is to see how they have grown.   
 It is with mixed feelings that we say good-bye for we will miss 
them all, but we can rejoice over the growth they have made.   We 
take assurance in the fact that not only are they ready for Kinder-
garten, they have also begun their faith walk. We pray that they may 
continue to grow in God’s love. So we invite you to join us on August 
17th at 6:30 pm for our celebration.
 Congratulations to all our ECC Graduates! 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
 What fun we have had this summer connecting with former 
 students of our Early Childhood Center.  It was great to see how 
they have grown and hear about their lives.   It has been so nice to 
see them participate and share God’s love with our current students 

as they themselves once heard about it when they attended the Early 
Childhood Center.  
 Our Early Childhood Center provides a strong foundation for 
our students and it’s nice to see what has been built on that founda-
tion over the years.   

Picture #1 (Left Below)
Recent graduates of our Early Childhood Center returned for the 
summer camp program.

Picture #2 (Center Below)
Former alumni of the Early Childhood Center returned for a week 
to help with Vacation Bible School.  "ey assisted in the classrooms 
where they use to be students.

Picture #3 (Right Below)
Our summer sta# includes, Caroline & Andrea, who were former 
students in the Early Childhood Center.

OUTREACH AND MISSIONS
VEAP Back to School Drive Continues Thru 
August 14; Backpacks Are #1 Need

VEAP BACK TO SCHOOL THRU 8/14
BACKPACKS ARE NO. 1 NEED!
  Each year VEAP supplies the children of low income families 
in our communities with the appropriate supplies and tools to start 
a new school year. !e expectation is that in 2011 there will be 3600 
children asking for this help. Each child typically receives a backpack 
!lled with grade appropriate items. In order to accomplish this goal 
that’s 3600 backpacks, 30,000 spiral notebooks, etc., etc., a total of 
145,022 items! "e items which Cross View has been asked to collect 
are listed below. As usual, backpacks are number one on the need list.  It’s a 
good idea to wait until late July when many school supply sales begin. 
Another hint, backpacks (must be new) are sometimes available and 
priced very reasonably at garage sales.

 •Backpacks
 •Wide Lined Spiral Notebooks
 •College Spiral Notebooks
 •Markers (Classic colors 8 count)
 •Glue Sticks
 •Eraser Packs ( Pink large size)
 •Dry erase markers
 •Composition Notebooks (Wide-ruled)
 VEAP will also welcome any cash donations. Checks may be 
placed in the collection plate made out to Cross View with “VEAP 
Back to School” on the memo line.
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FINE ARTS MINISTRIES
There’s a Place for YOU to Be a Part of 
Music Ministry at Cross View

BELL CHOIR NEEDS RINGERS! 
 To keep the bells a’ringing, we need you!  Bell Choir  consists 
of 11 people ringing 4 octaves of bells and 3 octaves of hand 
chimes.   Due to graduations and retirements, we have four 
(4!) places open for this fall.  It is necessary for these positions to 
be f illed to keep the choir active.  If you have played bells before, 
 participated in a choir or band, or have general music reading 
ability…you could play bells!  Previous experience isn’t necessary, 
but a commitment to learn and be accountable is!  Please contact 
Rebecca Waller with any questions you may have, or if you just 
want to sign up.  Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings, 8:10-9:15, 
beginning September 14.  

DEDICATED CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
AT 10:45 BEGINS IN SEPTEMBER
 Beginning on Sunday, September 18, each Sunday there will 
be traditional worship at 8:15 A.M. and contemporary  worship at 
10:45 A.M.  !is new schedule change was proposed by the Board 
of Worship and Spiritual Care and accepted by the  Council.  At 
the May Voters’ meeting, voters approved increased funding to 
support this change.  !e expanded role of contemporary music 
in our worship schedule will o"er a consistent opportunity for 
worshipers who prefer contemporary music, as well as appeal to 
visitors who are looking for this style of worship.  Please pray 
that God will bless this transition as Cross View provides new 
avenues to expand our ministry into the community.  

MUSIC MINISTRY AT CROSS VIEW
 !ere are many opportunities at Cross View to utilize your 
God-given artistic talents!  Please consider where you can serve.  
Contact Rebecca Waller, Director of Music & Fine Arts Minis-
tries, for general information on any of these groups, or contact 
the listed director for further details.  
Adult Choir
• Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 P.M., starting Sept. 7
• Worship Participation: 3 Sundays per month, 8:15 A.M. service
• Director, Rebecca Waller
Contemporary Praise Team
• Rehearsal: !ursday evenings, 6:30 P.M.
• Worship Participation: 10:45 A.M. service
Bell Choir
• Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 8:10-9:10 P.M., starting Sept. 14
• Worship Participation: Monthly
• Director: Rebecca Waller
Jubilate Children’s Choirs
• Rehearsal: Wednesdays as part of Kidstitute, starting Sept. 14
• Worship Participation: 1st Sunday of each month
• Director: Susan Charles
Instrumentalists:
• Variety of Possibilities: strings, brass, woodwinds, guitar, 
   percussion, keyboard
• Talents utilized as available!
• Contact: Rebecca Waller

All choirs welcome your participation!

AUGUST TRANSITION FOR WORSHIP MUSIC
 !e month of August will be a time of transition in the area 
of worship music.  As the search committee completes their task 
of hiring a new Director of Contemporary Music, both services 
each Sunday in August will be traditional in structure and  music.  
!is will allow time for the praise team to rehearse with a new 
director and be prepared to begin contemporary worship on 
 September 18 at 10:45 services.  

Dear Cross View Family,
 On July 24th, I will have led worship for the 136th 
and #nal time at Cross View.  As I re$ect on my time here, 
I’m in awe of all that God has done!  Most importantly, I’m 
thankful for the wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ 
I’ve found in you.  It has been a joy to give praise to our 
most awesome God with you, share a chat and a hug, and 
encourage one another in the faith.  !ank you for your 
graciousness and encouragement to me personally, as I con-
tinue to learn how to be a better leader.  Of course, leaving 
Cross View is bittersweet.  I have spent many months in 
prayer, and feel at peace that God has led me to this deci-
sion.  While I will miss you all, I take joy in following the 
path God has set before me.  I would appreciate your con-
tinued prayers for me. 
 In the fall I plan to continue teaching music at Trin-
ity Academy in Hudson (PreK-8), and continue my private 
lesson studio.  As well, I will continue songwriting and plan 
to pursue recording/performing in the future, as circum-
stances and God allows.  If you are curious about what I’m 
doing, you can visit: kbmusic.wordpress.com. 
 Six years ago, God brought me here by truly mirac-
ulous means.  I have no doubt that “God will (continue 
to) meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in 
Christ Jesus.  To our God and Father be glory for ever and 
ever.  Amen.” (Philip.4:19-20)

Blessings, 
Kristin Benschine
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CROSSWAYS INTERNATIONAL CALLING
Be a Part of Monthly Crossways Meetings  
In Person or Online
by Harry Wendt, Crossways International President

 When writing this monthly article for inclusion in !e  Clarion, 
I usually focus mostly on things that are happening beyond our 
shores in relation to the use of CI’s materials. However, in this 
issue I focus on materials that I write each month–materials to 
which you can have access. On the fourth !ursday of each month, I 
share biblical insights with a group of people in our o"ce facility– 
insights designed to help them in their preaching and teaching 
ministries. You may attend these monthly meetings (90 minutes), 
and you can have access to these insights in audio and written 
form on the internet. Just go to CI’s website, www.crossways.org, 
click on Resources, and then Podcasts. In what follows, I share a 
 crucially important insight from the most recent podcast.
  “!e question for us, God’s people today, is: Although we be-
lieve in Jesus as forgiving Savior, do we understand what it means 
to follow Him as Servant Lord in all that we think, do, and say?
  “In all four Gospels, every time Jesus predicts His coming 
passion in Jerusalem, He refers to Himself as ‘the Son of Man.’ 

!e term is drawn from Daniel ch. 7, especially 7:13. !e message 
of Daniel 7, addressed to the Jewish people su#ering under the 
Syrian ruler Antiochus I ‘Epiphanes,’ during the period 168/167–
165/164, is that although they have su#ered under a series of for-
eign  powers (the Babylonians, Medes, Persians, Greeks, and now 
Seleucids), the time is about to break in when they will be given 
domination and rule over the nations of the world forever. Jesus, 
the true ‘Son of Man,’ reverses that hope, and calls His people to 
devote life to serving each other and humanity at large forever.
 “!e term ‘gospel’ is used four times in Matthew, eight times 
in Mark, but not at all in Luke or John. However, Paul uses it 72 
times in his writings–and Christianity has by and large focused 
on Paul’s understanding of the term. However, the four Gospels 
use the term ‘Son of Man’ 82 times–Matthew 30, Mark 14, Luke 
25, and John 13. Indeed God’s people need to grapple with  Jesus’ 
 de$nition of the term, and its signi$cance for their own faith walk.” 
(End of quote)  Profound food for thought!

Cross View Year To Date Financial Update as of June 30, 2011 4th Annual YAMS 
Family PICNIC 

Sunday, August 14th  
 YAMS (Young Adults Married & 
 Single) are invited to the 4th Annual  Family 
Picnic on Sunday, August 14th from 4 to 
9 pm at Staring Lake Park in Eden Prai-
rie. !ere will be ladder ball, bocce ball and 
other games to play, plus a huge playground 
for the kids! We have reserved a weather-
proof pavilion too. Please consider inviting 
a friend, neighbor or colleague as this is also 
a great outreach opportunity in a casual set-
ting! !ere will be a food sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex. Please try 
and sign up by Sunday, August 7th.  Ques-
tions?... call Jana Poppe at 612-386-7266.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Book Club Selections;
Dinner at Pairings

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
 August:  !e Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom.   Meet August 15, 1:00 pm, at the 
home of Sherry Greenhagen.
 September:  We Are All Welcome Here by Elizabeth Berg.  Meet September 19, 
1:00 pm, at the home of Marge Rehmer.

DINNER OUT AT PAIRINGS
 Meet us at Pairings on August 25 at 6:30 p.m.  Pairings is a fun casual restaurant, with 
an eclectic menu plus a wine bar. If you have questions or need a ride, call Mel Davis at 952-
925-4064.  Please sign up on the poster in the narthex.  We look forward to seeing you.

Ushers Needed!
Easy Opportunity  

to Serve
 Cross View is recruiting ushers for 
both worship service times each Sunday 
morning (8:15 and 10:45). Especially need-
ed is another full team for the 10:45 service. 
If you are new to the church or just looking 
for an opportunity to serve, being an usher 
is an easy, helpful way to meet new people.  
Anyone interested in ushering or wanting 
more information can call the Church Of-
$ce (952-941-1094) and talk to Claire Oie 
or call Jim Dibble, Usher Coordinator, at 
952-835-6925. 
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Cross View Cards & Games 
Resumes September 9

 E!orts are underway to contact Cross View members and friends who wish 
to participate Cross View’s Cards and Games nights during the new season.  New 
participants are welcome (e.g. play Bridge, 500, Cribbage, Whist, Golf,  Dominoes, 
Scrabble, Pinochle, Hand and Foot).  If you are interested, contact Judy & Milt 
Grimm (952-934-6331), Linda & Claire Baule (952-938-5634), or sign up on the 
poster in the narthex.  "e group meets at 7:00 PM on the 2nd Friday of the month, 
September - May (6:30 PM for pot luck dinners in December and May).  In early 
September, registered participants will receive a mailing that will include the name 
of all players, substitutes, and hosts/co-hosts for the new season. Join the fun!
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