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I AM WRITING THIS ON THE DAY THAT A CREW OF PEOPLE WILL BE COMING TO TAKE 
DOWN THE STAGE.  IN PREPARATION FOR THEIR WORK, I TOOK DOWN THE SKIRTING 
AROUND THE STAGE.  I COULDN’T HELP BUT FEEL LIKE WE HAD JUST PUT IT ALL UP IN 
 ANTICIPATION OF THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS.  IT WAS JUST TWO WEEKS 
AGO THAT PEOPLE TOOK TIME OUT OF THEIR BUSY SCHEDULES TO HELP IN THESE 
 SPECIAL PREPARATIONS!
 As you are reading this, I would expect that you are either beginning to take down your Christmas decorations at home, 
or possibly already have them down.  Presents that you thoughtfully purchased or made for family and friends have been 
delivered, and you look with pleasure at the gifts you received.  It’s time to !nd a place for each new gift in your home, and 
soon all traces of another Christmas will be put away for the upcoming year.  
 It all goes by so quickly, doesn’t it?  So much to look forward to, and then it’s over and done.  It’s time to look at the 
 calendar to see what’s next on the list.  Is it a winter vacation or maybe Valentine’s Day?  Or, looking ahead in the church 
year, Ash Wednesday is just one and a half months away.
 As I worked on the stage, the words from Matthew 24:35 came to mind.  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will never pass away.”  Even though each day passes by so quickly, and we are on to the next activity or special event on 
the calendar, we can be assured that God’s Word is always there, and stays the same.
 God’s Word has been from the beginning of time.  It is God’s Word that created our world, and in John, chapter 1, we 
are told that “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.”  Jesus was that 
Word with God at creation, when He came to earth in the form of a child, and 
His Words continue to be with us today.  "ey will never leave us, and we can 
always turn to them in all circumstances.
 For me, that is a comfort.  It is comforting that even with all the changes 
around us in our culture, society, or homes, God’s Word will never change.  It 
has always been, and always will be there for us.  
 And yet, God’s Word is alive.  So often, when I read scripture, something 
new strikes me, applicable to my life at this time.  It may be a word, a phrase, 
or a concept that seems di#erent to me.  And with that newness, I can see how 
God is working in my faith each and every day.
 Our theme for this program year is, “Grow in Grace and Knowledge.”  
We continue to encourage each person to be in God’s Word daily.  It remains 
steadfast for us, and as we read our Bibles at home, attend Bible studies and 
worship, or participate in a small group, we each can grow in the knowledge of 
God’s grace and share it with others.  Life around us may be busy, but take the 
time to be fed by the Word that never changes and will be with us forever.

ÒMy Words Will Never Pass AwayÓ
by Christine Eid, ChildrenÕs Ministry
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Altar Flower Sign-Up
 Altar $owers are given to Cross View 
to beautify our worship space.  You may 
designate a particular occasion or remem-
brance in the bulletin for which you have 
given the $owers.  A $ower sign-up is post-
ed on the bulletin board near the visitor’s 
center.  Flowers may be ordered through 
Cross View’s regular $orist (contact Claire 
Oie in the church o%ce) or provided by you 
personally.  More than one arrangement 
can be designated per Sunday.

Welcome to the LordÕs Table
February 26 Ð April 11

 Welcome to the Lord’s Table is a 
 special course designed for !fth grade 
students to grow in their understand-
ing of the Lord’s Supper and to pre-
pare for their !rst  communion.  Parents 
and  students attend the class together.   
"e class will be taught by Pastor  
Wheeler on Sunday mornings at  
9:30 AM. Cross View’s !fth graders will 

 receive their !rst communion "ursday, 
April 5th during the Maundy "ursday 
worship service.  
 Please make sure to encourage these 
young people as they  continue their jour-
ney of faith and ongoing  development 
as fully-devoted followers of  
Jesus Christ.

OUTREACH AND MISSIONS
New Easter Outreach Event,  
Summer Mission Trip, ChildrenÕs Nativity

EASTER OUTREACH EVENT PLANNED
 "is past December, Cross View hosted another successful 
Children’s Nativity. Since most of the families attending are not 
Cross View members, Children’s Nativity is a very successful out-
reach to our community. We are using it as a model for a new Easter 
Outreach to the community.  "is event will take place Saturday, 
March 31, 2012, the day before Palm Sunday.  "e outreach event 
will feature the telling of the Easter story, including the events that 
occurred on Palm Sunday, Maundy "ursday, Good Friday and Eas-
ter Morning.  Unlike previous years of Final Days of Jesus, the story 
will be told inside  Cross View, good news for those who braved 
snow and freezing temperatures in previous years.
 Accompanying the telling of the Easter story will be crafts re-
lating to a particular scene or an interactive experience such as the 
tasting of Passover meal foods.  "ere will also be an area for refresh-
ments.  First Light Puppets, a Christian puppet group will present 
a puppet show several times during the afternoon in the sanctuary.  
Outside will be a petting zoo and Easter egg hunts for children.
 While the Board of Outreach and Missions is coordinating 
the event, we hope that all Cross View members will get involved.  
"ere will be plenty of opportunities to serve!  Many volunteers 
will be needed to make this a successful event.  Watch for future 
announcements of how you can help.  Currently we a looking for 
creative people to help design sets where we will tell the Easter 
Story.  If you are interested, contact Rebecca Waller at 952-941-
1094 or Marian Kratzke at 952-828-0989.  Help us bring the 

important story of Christ’s death and resurrection to our friends  
and neighbors.

THRIVENT CHOICE $$ MARKED FOR  
SUMMER MISSION TRIP
  Cross View’s church council voted at its December meeting 
to grant all "rivent Choice dollars to this summer’s West Virginia 
Mission Trip.  "is will be in e#ect immediately and continue until 
the trip takes place in July.  Funds are being raised to purchase 
construction supplies as well as to o#er !nancial assistance to help 
cover volunteers’ expenses.
 "is all-church e#ort needs your prayers, your !nancial 
 support, and your consideration of joining us as we send up to 100 
people to serve in the poor communities of West Virginia.  Please 
contact Marian Kratzke, Board of Outreach & Missions, or Craig 
McCourt, Youth Ministries, for more information.

CHILDREN’S NATIVITY WELCOMES MANY
 THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered at the  Children’s 
Nativity.  On a beautiful winter’s afternoon, children and their 
families enjoyed the living nativity scene, crafts, music, refresh-
ments, a storyteller and door prizes.  Great activity and energy 
!lled our building!  It was a wonderful outreach event to our com-
munity, telling the true story of Christ’s birth. "ank you for your 
willingness to help in this well-received event.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
ECC Students ÔStepÕ Through Christmas;
Over 100 Books Acquired for ECC

SHARING THE GOOD NEWS OF 
JESUS’ BIRTH     
 "e Christmas story is full of steps, 
and that is what the children in our Early 
Childhood Center shared on Tuesday, Dec. 
13th.  Mary & Joseph went step-by-step 
to Bethlehem.  Step-by-step the angels 
whirled and twirled to the shepherds.  "e 
shepherds walked step-by-step to the sta-
ble.  Step-by-step we can share God’s good 
news of hope and joy with others.  

READING IS FUN.   
READING IS COOL.
READING IS WHAT WE DO 
AT SCHOOL!
 "anks to everyone for your participa-
tion in our Early Childhood Center Book 
Fair on Dec. 3, 2011.  With the various 
purchases, we were able to acquire over 100 
new quality books for our Center.  Literacy 
is an important element of our program, 
and books assist the teachers in developing 
 literacy for the children at all levels.  

MenÕs Ministry 
Packs Food 
for FMSC

Blessed are those who are generous, 
because they feed the poor. (Proverbs 22:9)

 Cross View’s Men’s Ministry spon-
sored a service event Friday, November 
18th, to assemble food packets for starv-
ing children around the world.  Approxi-
mately 15 men representing Cross View 
Lutheran Church joined forces with vari-
ous other organizations at the Chanhassen 
location of Feed My Starving Children.  
In all, the 45 people working together for 
90 minutes that evening assembled and 
boxed enough food packets to feed 22 
children for an entire year!  It was great 
for the men of Cross View to work, serve 
and have fun together!
 "e next Men’s Ministry event will be 
a night of bowling.  Look for details about 
the event coming soon!

Cross View Year To Date Financial Update as of November 30, 2011
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Children Prepare for Christmas Events;
New Cross View University Class

CELEBRATING LUTHERAN EDUCATION JAN. 8 
 Sunday, January 8, we will be celebrating Lutheran Education.  
We will have resources available that will be especially helpful to 
families who are considering enrolling their child in a Lutheran 
school at any level—grade school, high school, or college.  "is will 
include the “ABC’s of Lutheran School Enrollment” and a directory 
of local schools with their website address and other contact infor-
mation.
 To encourage connection with other members of Cross View 
who have experienced a Lutheran education, the Board of Christian 
Education will be handing out STUDENT and FACULTY stick-
ers before the worship services on January 8th.  If you are or ever 
have been a student in a Lutheran school please take a green STUDENT 
sticker.  If you are or ever have been on the faculty or administration of 
a Lutheran school, please take a purple FACULTY sticker.  If both apply, 
take one of each!  In addition to fostering connections, it will be fun 
to see how many of us have a Lutheran education in common!
 We will also have a special visit from the amazing choir of 
Concordia Academy-Roseville, and we will hear from a Lutheran 
education alumnus about the attributes of Lutheran Education.  
Don’t miss it!

KIDSTITUTE VISITS EDINA CARE CENTER
 "e Midweek Kidstitute children grades 2-6 visited with resi-
dents of the Edina Care Center on Wednesday, December 7. After 
a brief concert of Christmas carols and Jubilate selections, directed 
by Susan Charles, about 20 children and adults wandered the halls 
and sang many holiday favorites. For the residents who are room-
bound, it was a welcome sound and sight—children singing! We 
were told ours was the !rst group of the season to share the good 
news with those living there. We also left a remembrance note of 
our visit on each door. It was fun to see how many of the resi-
dents sang along with us...you never forget the wonderful melodies  
of Christmas!

CHILDREN CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
IN CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS
 "e children of Cross View presented two Christmas pro-
grams that gave them...and others...the chance to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. “For the Glory of the King” was presented on Sun-
day, December 11, by children in grades 2-6. Younger children pre-
sented their program in between services on Sunday, December 18. 
 Pictures from the December 18 are below. Look on the next 
page for pictures from December 11.
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YAMS Event 
January 21 

 "e next YAMS event will be  Saturday, 
January 21st (please note the new date) at 
5:15 PM. We will socialize during din-
ner at Houlihan’s in Chanhassen and then 
SERVE at Feed My Starving Children, 
where we will pack life-saving meals for 
children all over the world. Children age 5+ 
are welcome to attend with an adult ratio 
of 1:1. Sign up on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex by January 15th.

WomenÕs Ministry 
Book Club

 "e next Women’s Ministry eve-
ning book club selection is Heaven Is For 
Real by Todd Burpo.  We will meet on 
"ursday, February 26th, at 7 PM at the 
Dunn Brothers in Eden Prairie at 8107 
Eden Prairie Road.  All women are wel-
come.   Invite a neighbor or friend to join 
us as well.  Please e-mail Ali Swiggum at  
aswiggum@comcast.net if you plan to attend. 

Care Packages 
Sent 

 Cross View Board of Youth Ministry 
sent out their !rst care packages of the year 
to college age young adults in our congrega-
tion.  Twenty-four boxes were sent out with 
a Christmas gift, and treats from hot cocoa 
and soup to granola bars and candy.  Watch 
for your opportunity to help with our next 
care package going out mid-February.      
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CROSSWAYS INTERNATIONAL CALLING
Crossways Materials Translated into Hindi, 
Tamil, Chinese, Spanish, French, and More
by Harry Wendt, Crossways International President

 Dr. David Samuel, the Director of !e  Association for !eo -
logical Education by Extension (TAFTEE)  based in Bangalore, 
India visited with us in mid-November. Although TAFTEE  has 
used CIÕs See !rough the Scriptures (2nd edition) for many years 
and translated it  into seven languages, it  will  now upgrade all 
translations to the latest 3rd edition. Furthermore, TAFTEE  is 
already training key presenters to teach our major course, Cross-
ways, and will  require all 750 students enrolled in its Bachelor 
of !eology  and Master of Divinity  programs to study it. It  will 
also make Crossways available to the 12,000 lay-people enrolled 
in its Certi"cate Level program. In addition to using the English 
version, it  will  also translate Crossways into Hindi  and Tamil. !e  
Tamil version will  be made available both in India, and to the 
thousands of Tamil-speaking Indians who live in many countries 

around the world. Although TAFTEE  plans to make use of all 
CIÕs four narrative courses, it  hopes eventually to translate and 
teach CIÕs six short coursesÐbeginning with !e Parables of Jesus. 
  !e  Way Publishing House in Hong Kong has now trans-
lated and published See !rough the Scriptures and !e Parables 
of Jesus in traditional Chinese script and Mandarin--for use in 
China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. India has a population of about 
1,1 billion, and China about 1.3 billion. 
  During the past "ve years, we have provided a colleague 
who works in Haiti  and Dominican Republic with 9,000  copies 
of See !rough the Scriptures in Spanish and French. We are 
also  providing him with 5,000 copies of our witnessing tool,  
!e  Divine Plan, in SpanishÑand plan to provide him with 
 another 5,000 copies in French.
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Developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ along life’s journey

Rev. Steve Wheeler, Pastor
ext 203, steve@crossview.net

Jan Stockman-Sater, Dir. of Early Childhood Ministries
ext 222, jan@crossview.net

Christine Eid, Dir. of Children’s Ministry
ext 215, christine@crossview.net

Craig McCourt, Dir. of Youth & Adult Ministries
craig@crossview.net

Melanie McMichael, Dir. of Finance & Administration
ext 204, melanie@crossview.net

Rebecca Waller, Dir. Music & Fine Arts Ministries
ext 210, rebecca@crossview.net

Jason Paulson, Dir. of Contemporary Music
jason@crossview.net 

Karl Robson, Organist
robson@stolaf.edu

Claire Oie, Parish Secretary
ext 200, claire@crossview.net

Deb Piepho, President
 

Rev. Dr. Harry Wendt,  Crossways International

Todd & Kim Roeske, Evangelistic Missionaries in Alaska

Amy Kashenov, Evangelistic Missionary in Almaty, Kazakhstan

Mark Peske, Serving Among the Ojibwe, Bemidji, MN

The Clarion is published monthly by Cross View Lutheran Church, 
6645 McCauley Trail West, Edina, MN,  55349-1076.  

952-941-1094 (O!ce), 952-941-5513 (FAX),  952-941-0009 (ECC).  

 
Items for inclusion my be dropped o" in the church o!ce or sent via email 

to rebecca@crossview.net.
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Cross View 
Voters’ Meeting

Sunday, January 22, Noon
Fellowship Hall

Light Lunch provided.
Agenda will be posted in 

worship  bulletin announcements.

Friday, January 13 at 7:00 
Location: Cross View, Fellowship A

RSVP to: Mel Davis  (952) 925-4064  or
Barb Reichert  (952) 941-4223

New participants are welcome to join the fun!


