
THERE ARE FEW THINGS IN THE LIFE OF 
A CHRISTIAN THAT BRING GREATER JOY 
THAN SERVING OTHERS.  HAVE YOU EVER 
 WONDERED WHY?  

Summer Super 
Servant Week: 
Super-Service 
Opportunity

by Steve Wheeler, Pastor

We !nd great joy in serving because the Holy Spirit has 
wired us that way.  Our life in Christ is wired and designed 
for mimicking Jesus’ actions, tracing out His steps, and 
 taking on His attitude.  It brings us joy, it brings God joy, 
and it brings others joy when we serve.  St. Paul writes in 
Philippians 2:1-7:
 If you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any fellowship with the 
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy com-
plete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 
spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of sel!sh ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to 
the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus:   Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant…
 Jesus didn’t spend His life and His ministry serving 
Himself.  He spent His life and His ministry helping and 
serving others.  He ultimately gave everything for the sake of 
others.  He gave away everything right down to the last stitch 
of clothing that He possessed.  Ultimately, He gave His very 
life so that others could live.  He was, and is, a  servant  without 
limit.  

 Today, Jesus bids His disciples (us) to follow in His 
 footsteps.  He calls for us to love and to serve as He did.  As 
the Holy Spirit teaches us the mind and the attitude of Christ 
through the pages of Holy Scripture, we become more and 
more wired for service in Jesus’ name.  As we are  connected 
to Christ the vine, the natural fruit of that  connection is 
 service (see Gal. 5:22).  
 Cross View is committed to equipping disciples for 
 service in Jesus’ name.  In fact, to carry out our mission at 
Cross View (Developing fully-devoted followers of Jesus Christ 
along life’s journey), our leadership identi!ed a speci!c strat-
egy that includes as one of its three key concepts a call to 
serve.  "roughout this past year, your leadership has inten-
tionally o#ered activities, programming, and opportunities 
for the people of Cross View to CONNECT, GROW, & 
SERVE.  In the month of June, our congregation will have a 
super opportunity to SERVE.  It will be a great chance for us 
to follow the lead of our servant-Messiah.
 SUPER SERVANT WEEK runs from JUNE 27 – 
JUNE 30.  "is service opportunity, hosted by Cross View’s 
Board for Mission and Outreach, will take place at Trinity 
First Lutheran School in Minneapolis.  "e people of Cross 
View serve as volunteers for both the Summer Bridge to Suc-
cess Program ( June 28-30) and for a number of Work Week 
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Projects ( June 27-30).  "e Summer 
Bridge to Success Program is o#ered to 
low-income families in the Phillips neigh-
borhood.  Cross View’s volunteers will 
serve as teacher aides, lunch servers, and 
helpers with the art interest club.
 Not comfortable serving in the class-
room?  No problem.  "ere are multiple 
Work Week Projects to do.  Cross View 
has agreed to help with several critical 
improvements and maintenance projects.  
"ese projects include, but are not limited 
to, painting, cleaning, wallpaper stripping, 
and installing vinyl tile in bathrooms.   Our 
youth group will rip out carpet, repair gym 
wall pads, and help to refurbish Trinity 
First’s youth room.  Jobs are available for 
people of all ages, from early elementary to 
senior citizens.  If you’ve done any kind of 
home repair or cleaning, you’re quali!ed.  
You can serve!
 Our goal is to make this service 
 opportunity as accessible as possible 
for  everyone in the Cross View family. 
 Carpools to Trinity First will be arranged 
as needed. Project leaders are already in 
place; you just need to join the team!  Day, 
afternoon and evening shifts are available.
 Can’t make the event due to a con$ict?  
No problem.  You can make a donation to 
support the Super Servant Week to Trinity 
First.  In fact, 97% of the funding for Trin-
ity First’s school and building is supported 
by contributions and volunteer assistance.  
In this issue of the Clarion, you will !nd 
a registration form.  "is same form has 
been published in the bulletin.  "e form 
 outlines multiple ways that you can support 
a project either through a donation of time 
and talent or by a cash donation.  Please 
complete the form and return it to the 
church o%ce.  You will be contacted with 
further details, instructions, and directions.
 Face it!  As a follower of Jesus, you 
are wired for service. It’s in your blood.  
It’s who you are in Christ.  Engaging in 
 service will bring joy to your heart and to 
the heart of God.  It will make a di#erence 
in the lives of others.  Don’t miss out on 
this  remarkable occasion to serve.   Cross 
View’s Super Servant  Week is going to be 
a Super Service opportunity!

See volunteer sign-up form 
on pg 7.

continued from front page
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
VBS! Music Camp! 
Summer Sunday School!

GET READY FOR VBS AND 
SUMMER MUSIC CAMP
 VBS starts June 30, and the Summer 
Music Camp runs August 1-5. For more 
details, turn to the back cover of this issue 
of "e Clarion. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
THE ARMOR OF GOD
 Starting June 5, children are in-
vited to join us during the educa-
tion hour in room 218 to learn about 
“"e Armor of God.”  "e world is a 
scary place, but God is greater than it 
all!  "is summer we will grow in our 
 relationship with God and have a faith 
so bold that we’ll be able to stand !rm in  
the midst of di#erent situations.  All 
children will meet together each week.
 Going on Vacation?  Take Sun-
day School on the road with you!  Each 
week’s lesson will be available to take 
with you to do as a family when you are 
out of town.  Copies can be found on the 
bulletin board outside of Christine Eid’s 
o%ce. 

 
 

ABC’S OF ENROLLMENT IN 
LUTHERAN SCHOOLS
 If you are interested in enrolling your 
child(ren) in a Lutheran School, here’s 
some good advice from the Board of  
Education:
• Check the school’s website:  Each 

school’s website provides a wealth of 
information about their school and 
enrollment procedures.

• Watch in the church bulletin for announce-
ments of open houses and special events.

• Cross View’s deadline for tuition assis-
tance is July 11th!

• Scholarships and discounts are available, 
but again check with the administrator 
of each individual school.  Some schools 
will give a  % discount if a certain 
amount of the tuition is paid up-front.

• Applications for admission are accepted 
early.  Some schools start in September 
for the following academic year.

• Average Elementary tuition is approxi-
mately $4,500.

• Average High School tuition is approxi-
mately $8,000.

*Please note that scholarship donations  
are greatly needed to assist schools in their 
scholarship programs.

Cross View Year To Date Financial Update as of April 30, 2011



ADULT EDUCATION
Special Summer 
Adult Bible Classes

Our Adult Bible Class will continue through 
the summer.  Two special classes coming  
soon are:

Sunday, June 5, 9:30 A.M.  
Christian expression: 
Picturing the Parables
 Discussion will be led by Craig 
 McCourt and guest speaker, Susan 
 Mueller, Creative Director for Agape Arts, 
 Stillwater, MN.  Ms. Mueller will discuss 
the inspiration, media and artistry of the 
featured exhibit, Picturing the Parables. 
Please join us in the sanctuary for this one-
time presentation. 

Sunday, June 12, 9:30 A.M.
Sharing the Gospel this Summer
 Join us in the fellowship hall as we 
share some simple ways you can share your 
faith with others, as you serve your com-
munity through our Summer Super Servant 
Week at Trinity First or as you live and work 
on a day-to-day basis. From pocket cards to 
videos on your phone, we have ideas for you!

4,100 Kids Project Complete
 In January, 5th and 6th grade students decided to choose a 
cause that would put their faith into action.  What caught their 
hearts was the World Vision statistic that 4,100 kids die every day 
from severe diarrhea caused by unsanitary living conditions, un-
clean water and contaminated food.  Since then they have planned 
events to help those kids around the world for whom this is a real 
fear.  By April 15th they had accomplished the following:
1.) Collected over 1,000 hygiene items.
2.) 11 of our students exercised 4,100 minutes(it was actually 
over 7,000) and raised over $800.
3.) We had a party for 41 of our friends and had a total of 56 kids 
play games, eat food, win prizes and learn about our project.  We 
had lots of fun and raised $470.
4.) !rivent Financial for Lutherans heard about our project and 

gave us an additional $800.
 At the end of it all, the kids raised over $2,000 and had to 
choose what organizations would best impact the 4,100 kids.  With 
their donations they purchased 1,000 meals at Feed My Starving 
Children, dental and medical visits for kids in Dodoma, Tanzania 
through Dodoma Tanzania Health Development, water and food 
for school kids supported by Kenya Children’s Fund and a clean 
water project through Charity Water.
 On Sunday May 22nd we celebrated the journey with an in-
teractive Sunday school hour that had all of our Sunday school 
kids and families collecting ribbons to remember the message of 
the 4,100 kids.  Representatives from several of our organizations 
were on hand to accept our donations and share their story, which 
helped make our day complete.

 Last fall I received a call from a lovely 
woman, Mrs. Dolor, who had seen in our bul-
letin the need for more prayer shawls.  She 
comes to Minnesota from Florida a couple of 
times a year to visit her children and grand-
children.  She was visiting Cross View because 
her grandchildren are in our Early Childhood 
Center program, and she likes our church.  In 
the course of our conversation, she told me how 
much her grandchildren like the ECC program 
and how happy she is that her grandchildren are 
learning so much about Jesus!
 She o"ered to make a prayer shawl while she 
was here visiting her family.  I provided her with 
yarn, needles and pattern, and she went to work.  
She took a kit back to Florida, and has since made 
3 prayer shawls and has another one started.   She 
picks up a kit when she is here and returns the 
completed shawl when she comes back.
 We don’t always know how we connect 
with others, but we do know that God leads us to 
reach out in many di"erent ways.  One bulletin 
announcement connected Cross View and our 
Early Childhood Center to a wonderful woman 
in Florida who is using her gift of knitting to 
serve Cross View members and friends.   
-Bev Sather, ECC Board Chair

ECC
ECC 
Connects



YOUTH MINISTRY
‘We Care Network’ Connects Youth & Adults;
Summer Includes Mpls. Mission Trip; Valleyfair

WE CARE NETWORK
 One of the great tragedies of the LC-MS is the number of 
con!rmed members who fade from view in just a few years af-
ter con!rmation. Staying connected is the key to a faith-!lled fu-
ture.  With this in mind we have launched the WE CARE NET-
WORK.  Designed to help youth connect with caring adults, we 
are looking for 24 adults willing to “Connect” with a recent con!r-
mand for the next four years.  "is connection is as simple as greet-
ing them on Sunday Morning, a card or note on their Birthday, an 
unexpected note of encour-
agement, and adding them 
to your Christmas card list.  
Cards with youth informa-
tion are available in the nar-
thex or from Craig McCourt. 
Start  connecting now!

SPLAT SUMMER MISSION TRIP: 
DESTINATION MINNEAPOLIS
 Registration forms are now out for this summer’s Mission 
Trip to Minneapolis.  June 28-July 2 High School Youth and their 
families are invited to join us at Trinity First and ministries in their 
community for a week of cleaning, painting, removing, installing, 
serving, sharing, and so much more.  Cost for High School Youth 
is $75.00 for the week.  Beyond just a T-Shirt, this will help cover 
some of the program and meal costs for the week.  For more infor-
mation visit the SPLAT Youth Website, a complete schedule will 
be posted soon! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUNDAES
Senior Youth enjoyed a 10 foot long ice cream sundae on the !nal 
week of “Wednesday Night Live” for this school year.

VALLEYFAIR DAY
 "is is the 30th Annual event at Valleyfair sponsored by Lu-
theran Youth Fellowship.  Last year almost 2,500 youth and adults 
attended the event.  Youth grades 7-12 are invited to join us for a 
day at the park. We will meet at Cross View at 9:15 AM and car 
pool to the park.  We will plan to leave the park at 7:30 PM and 
return to Cross View. You can register online!  Cost of this year’s 
ticket is
 • $25.00 by May 30 and includes “Lunch!”
 • $26.00 by June 12 and includes “Lunch!”
 • $25.00 after June 12 and does NOT include lunch.
P.S. Family members are also welcome to take advantage of this 
great day at the park and order tickets through Cross View.

HATS OFF TO OUR GRADS
 Join the congregation and the Board of Youth Ministry in 
congratulating and encouraging our High School Senior on June 
5th with a special reception during Café Cross View.  "is year’s 
graduates are: Andrea Kratzke, Katie Landreville, Austin Ost, 
Shelby Piepho, and Adam Riesterer.

DEEPER BIBLE CLASS: 
A NEW LOOK AT THE PARABLES
 High School Youth will continue to meet through the sum-
mer in room 222, Sunday mornings at 9:30, as we take a new look 
at the Parables through a thought provoking series of videos.



WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Hats O! to Spring! 
Dinner at Biaggi’s

HATS OFF TO SPRING
 Over 60 women enjoyed our annual spring brunch.  "e morn-
ing began with a humorous skit about the many hats women wear 
each day, which was followed by a delicious brunch prepared by 
Delphine Sunderland.  "e program, “A Century of Hats,” pre-
sented by Heather Edgington, was entertaining and informative. 
"anks to all who attended and all who worked to make it a success!  

Marriage Retreat Recap
 On May 13-15, seven couples attended a marriage retreat held 
at the Gainey Conference Center in Owatonna. Surrounded by the 
beauty of nature on a horse farm, the couples studied the book 
“Love & War” by John and Stasi Eldredge. "e Bible begins with 
a marriage in Genesis and ends with a marriage in Revelations. 
Between that, our marriages are part of a love story, set in a spiri-
tual battle!eld. "e participants learned how sharing adventures 
can bring them closer together as a couple and help them !nd their 
joint mission in life. "ere was ample free time for playing games, 
socializing and getting to know the other Cross View couples as 
well. As one person summed it up, “"is was a fabulous God/Spirit 
!lled weekend!”

Volunteer Corner

WOMEN’S DINNER OUT
Women of Cross View

Join us  !ursday, June 23, 6:30 P.M.
Biaggi’s Ristorante Italiano

Eden Prairie Center
8251 Flying Cloud Drive. 

952.942.8555
 Biaggi’s is a fun, casual, white-tablecloth restaurant o#ering 
full or half orders of pasta, soups, salads, pizza, seafood and many 
other entries and luscious desserts. If you have questions or need 
a ride, call Mel Davis at 952-925-4064.  Please sign up on the 
poster in the narthex.  We look forward to seeing you.

 Do you enjoy the beautiful grounds at Cross View?  Love to 
work outdoors?  Have some basic mechanical knowledge? Want to 
join a small service group right now?   "e Board of Stewardship 
would like to invite all interested members to be a part of the group 
which cuts the lawn at Cross View.  Spring has !nally sprung, and 
the grass has begun growing.  We are in immediate need of volun-
teers to ride and push the mowers around the grounds throughout 
this growing season.   Cross  View has updated its mowers and cut 
the labor time in half.  All we need now are people willing to use 
them!  Leadership is already in place to coordinate the schedule, 
and full training will be provided.   As always, the more volunteers 
we get to share this responsibility, the smaller the work load for 
each individual.  If your small group has been looking for a service 
opportunity, please consider taking up this task.  A 
sign-up sheet is in the narthex for all interested. 
 In addition to mowing, the landscape beds need to 
be trimmed and weeded. We  welcome all volunteers 
willing to care for an assigned area of the property.   
A map of areas where we still need help, along with 
a sign-up sheet, is in the narthex.  
 REJOICE!  Spring has !nally sprung along with 
these volunteer opportunities!



Christian Art Festival Open Through June 12
 On Saturday, May 14, Cross View hosted the public  opening 
for its 29th annual Christian Art Festival.  Reception guests 
 included artists who had entered work into the festival, as well 
as many community visitors.  On Sunday, May 15, worship 
 highlighted the use of arts as an expression of faith.  Awards were 
presented to winners in the juried exhibit.  !ey were:  
Festival Award – “Psalm 22: Cross Road”   fabric by Linda Witte 
Henke
Second Prize  - “Ride On, Ride On In Majesty”  mixed media by 
Arlene Rolf (left below)

!ird Prize  - “!e Lost Sheep”  watercolor by Joyce Tibbs (center  
below)
Honorable Mention – “It Is Written” bronze on limestone by 
 Steven Leeman (right below)
 !e festival’s juried exhibit includes 20 artworks by 17 
 regional artists, as well as the national traveling exhibit, Picturing 
the  Parables.  !e exhibit is opening T-F 10 AM-4 PM, and Sun-
day afternoons Noon-4 PM through June 12.  Please mention this 
creative and thought-provoking exhibit to people in your commu-
nity of friends, family and co-workers.

29th Annual Cross View
Christian Art Festival

May 14 - June 12, 2011

In the most spectacular divine accommodation, God resolved to use the incarnation of Jesus Christ to communicate his being and essence into a visual form 
more readily and easily comprehended: human language. Story and analogy frequently marked Jesus’ earthly ministry; and the  telling of parables best ex-
pressed the vastness of God’s love. Outside the  iconography of Jesus’ life and ministry, scenes from the parables rest among the most potent images in art. In 
“Picturing the Parables,” twenty artists restate the stories of Christ from new and unique perspectives, with time-honored to non-traditional media. 

In addition to the Christians In The Visual Arts (CIVA) traveling  exhibition, the Cross View Christian Art  Festival features a juried  exhibit of Christian 
art in a wide variety of media by regional artists .

a Traveling Exhibition from Christians In The Visual Arts

Festival Dates
May 14-June 12, 2011 (Sun., Noon - 4:00 P.M. , Tues.-Fri., 10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M., Closed Mondays)
    

For more information, visit www.crossview.net.
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Developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ along life’s journey

Rev. Steve Wheeler, Pastor
ext 203, steve@crossview.net

Jan Stockman-Sater, Dir. of Early Childhood Ministries
ext 222, jan@crossview.net

Christine Eid, Dir. of Children’s Ministry
ext 215, christine@crossview.net

Craig McCourt, Dir. of Youth & Adult Ministries
craig@crossview.net

Melanie McMichael, Dir. of Finance & Administration
ext 204, melanie@crossview.net

Rebecca Waller, Dir. Music & Fine Arts Ministries
ext 210, rebecca@crossview.net

Kristin Benschine, Dir. of Contemporary Music
kbenschine@me.com

Karl Robson, Organist
robson@stolaf.edu

Claire Oie, Parish Secretary
ext 200, claire@crossview.net

Mike Reed, President
 

Rev. Dr. Harry Wendt,  Crossways International

Todd & Kim Roeske, Evangelistic Missionaries in Alaska

Amy Kashenov, Evangelistic Missionary in Almaty, Kazakhstan

Mark Peske, Serving Among the Ojibwe, Brainerd, MN

The Clarion is published monthly by Cross View Lutheran Church, 
6645 McCauley Trail West, Edina, MN,  55349-1076.  

952-941-1094 (O!ce), 952-941-5513 (FAX),  952-941-0009 (ECC).  
 

Items for inclusion my be dropped o" in the church o!ce or sent via email 
to rebecca@crossview.net.

Cross View Lutheran Church
6645 McCauley Trail West
Edina, MN  55439-1076

VBS & Music Camp Are Coming! 
PANDAMANIA!
What: Vacation Bible School is almost here!  
PandaMania is coming to Cross View!
Who: All children age 3 through entering 4th grade
Dates: Monday through Friday, June 20-24, 2011
Time: 9:00-11:30 AM
Cost: $10/child
Sign up today: at www.crossview.net!  Click “online 
registration” on the home page, and then the 
PandaMania link.  It’s going to be a great week!
Want to help?  We are still in need of people to help make this year’s VBS a huge success.  
Even if you can only help for one day, we would love to have you!  Volunteers can sign  
up at www.crossview.net.  In advance, thanks for your help!

INTERPLANETARY JAMMIN’
AUGUST 1-5 MUSIC CAMP
 We are excited to o!er our second annual music camp for children entering 1st 
to 4th grades.  Led by Sarah Fincham, children will learn a musical during the week 
and perform it on Friday at the end of camp.  Cost per child is $35.  Sign up today at  
www.crossview.net!


