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Youth Ministries
A WEEK LEARNING ABOUT THE ARMOR OF GOD
 During the week of June 9-12, our junior high youth 
headed to the Rochester Servant Event. Rochester Servant 
Event is an intergenerational, missional ministry that seeks 
to disciple, serve, and foster relationships to spread the 
love of Jesus in the community of Rochester and beyond.  
This year’s theme is PrayerFULLY Armored based on 
Ephesians 6. We spent the week learning about the armor 

of God, the importance of using that armor, and how it can 
help us to follow Christ and share Him with others. While 
our group was there, they participated in many different 
projects like painting, general maintenance and cleaning, 
and landscaping. We thank God for the opportunity to 
be His hands and feet to the city of Rochester and the 
surrounding areas. Here is just a glimpse of what we did.



Outreach & Missions

THANKS FROM SHERIDAN STORY AND CREEK VALLEY
 During the academic year, Cross View supports Creek 
Valley Elementary school students in need by supporting 
The Sheridan Story weekend food program. In addition to 
financially supporting the program, volunteers go to Creek 
Valley each Friday and distribute food bags. A note from  
Creek Valley:

Dear Christine and Cross View volunteers, 
 Thank you so much for all of your support, time, and 
energy with the Sheridan Story this year! We so appreciate 
your partnership to help our kiddos! Thank you! 
 Lucy Nelson and Creek Valley Staff

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP CENTERS 
(POBLO) UPDATE 
 Cross View is blessed to partner with POBLO at our 
International Friendship Centers (IFCs) in Bloomington, 
Burnsville, and soon in Prior Lake. Nader and Georgette Alaraj 
are beginning their third year of ministry among us and more 
than 25 of our Cross View family members have had the joy of 
serving along with the Alarajs in their work. 
 In their latest newsletter, Nader and Georgette explain that 
when they came to the Twin Cities three years ago, they felt the 
need “to serve and make a positive difference not just in the 
lives of internationals, immigrants, and newcomers but within 
the Church.” They wanted to help the Church understand 
“what is at stake if we do not become involved in spreading 
the Gospel to internationals, immigrants and newcomers. The 
Church has a purpose to be in the corner, city and country 
God placed it in. Jesus commands, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to all creation.” What if ‘the world’ is at your 
front yard? 
 People are dying right here in the Twin Cities without the 
Good News of Jesus Christ! Thank God for the work that is 
being done through the Alarajs’ ministry! Thank God for the 
many Cross View members who regularly volunteer at the 
Bloomington and Burnsville IFCs (International Friendship 
Centers). As Nader says, “We bridge the gaps created by 
political divisions and Satanic barriers to hinder humanity from 
knowing and enjoying the presence of God, on earth as it will 
be in heaven.” 
 Our IFCs are growing with new students regularly joining. 
We need a volunteer coordinator (can be done from home) as 
well as volunteers to teach conversational English (Basic and 
Advanced), Sewing/Knitting, Citizenship and Computer. We 
also need babysitters to care for children while their parents 
are in class and drivers who can transport students to class. Gift 
cards to Walmart or Target and gas cards are always welcome. 
Our Cross View offerings support the International Friendship 
Centers, where Nader and Georgette Alaraj serve, through 
contributions to our South District. In addition, many of our 
members individually support this work through one-time 

donations and monthly support. We have recently learned that 
$1,300/month is still needed toward the Alarajs’ work. You can 
send your support online at www.poblo.org and via POBLO’s 
Michigan office: POBLO International, 35555 Garfield Road, 
Suite 7, Clinton Township, MI 48035. You may call POBLO 
at 586-477-1530 or email them at office@poblo.org. For 
questions about our IFCs, ask Pastor Toby or Susan Charles 
(952-567-1232).

 

PASTOR GEMEDO IN ETHIOPIA
 After a brief furlough home to Oregon, 
Pastor Gemedo has returned to Ethiopia to 
carry out his mission to help congregations 
reach out to their Muslim neighbors. He is 
welcomed by congregations there as they 
join together to have a “conference.” In the 
U.S. church conferences feature business 
meetings, resolutions, discussions, and 
devotions. Conferences among the Oromo people of Ethiopia, 
in contrast, are marked by vigorous preaching, prayers, 
testimonies, and choirs often doing original music. People 
often go home excited by their faith and eager to share their 
joy with their neighbors.
 After such conferences, often featuring Pastor Gemedo as a 
welcome missionary from America, he travels to congregations. 
Gathering local pastors and elders he instructs them from the 
Bible on how to reach their Muslim neighbors with the Gospel. 
Many Muslims are very open to the message since, for some, 
Islam is more of a cultural identity than a vibrant faith. 
 Because a number of Muslims are coming to the Christian 
faith, more militant Muslims have persecuted Christians and 
attacked some congregations. Pastor Gemedo and the 
congregations there can use our prayers for their mission and 
their safety.
 At the national level, the mission work of the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod has been chiefly devoted to theological 
education in partner churches. This means that almost no 
mission work in new areas or in congregations is being done 
by missionaries sent out by the synod. As a result, support for 
missionaries like Pastor Gemedo, working at the local level, 
has really benefited by the support from congregations like 
Cross View.
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Men’s Ministry
‘WORK AS WORSHIP’ MINI-RETREAT FOR WOMEN & MEN
 We may spend hours each week at church or in personal Bible study. God 
uses that time to help us Connect with each other and Grow in our faith. But 
what about the 40+ hours a week on our jobs? Do you see the same potential 
for growth and connection there? Cross View’s Men’s Ministry invites all men and 
women who want to better incorporate their Christian faith into their jobs to a 
Saturday morning mini-retreat. Experience dynamic speakers as they share what 
it’s like for us to worship with our work. A light breakfast will be provided. All 
Cross View members and their guests are welcome. Saturday, July 13, from 8:30 
AM to Noon, at Cross View. Please register by going to crossview.net/connect 
and then click on “Events.” You also may register by sending the names of those 
who will attend by email to johndaenzer@gmail.com.

A hearty group of Cross View members biked to Enki Brewery Victoria on 
Saturday, June 15. The conversation and camaraderie were refreshing, not 
to mention the beverages!

Enki Outing

 Harrison Lawrence is an organist and 
pianist with a bachelor’s degree in Church 
Music and Organ Performance from St. 
Olaf College. He is passionate about 
accompanying music in worship and leading 
congregational singing. Harrison also works 
as an organ technician at Grandall and 
Engen Organs in Maple Grove where he 
learns the other side of the instrument. 
 In the future, he plans to continue 

studying church music, organ performance,  
and organ building at the American Organ 
Institute at the University of Oklahoma. There it 
will be possible to get both a Master’s of Sacred 
Music and a Master’s of Organ Technology at the 
same time. 
     Outside of the world of church music, Harrison 
enjoys riding bike and canoeing with his fiancé 
Libby and reading about philosophy and  
church history.

Welcome Harrison Lawrence, Interim Organist

 You will notice a change in 
registering your service attendance. A 
Connect Pad folder is located in each 
pew. Please take a moment to write 
your name on the Connect Pad and 
pass it to the person next to you. If 
you are the last person in the row, pass 
the pad back down the pew. Note the 
names of those in your row and, after 
the service, introduce yourself. Prayer 
request cards are in the pad’s pocket 
to remove, fill out, and place in the 
offering basket.

New Attendance 
Registration

 Cross View continues to offer 
tuition support for children who are 
attending Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) grade schools and high 
schools. If you have a child who will 
be attending an LCMS school in the 
fall, your completed Commitment 
Form must be returned to the church 
office by August 15, 2019, in order 
to receive tuition support during the 
coming year. Forms are available 
at the Connect table outside the 
sanctuary. Questions? Contact 
Renee Kirchner at (952) 941-1094 or  
renee@crossview.net.

Tuition Support for 
Lutheran Schools



GROW WITH 
CROSS VIEW
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:15 am Traditional
10:45 am Contemporary

SUNDAY EDUCATION 
9:30 am

OFFICE HOURS
Tues.-Fri., 9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Closed Monday

CALENDAR
Cross View’s most current 
calendar is always available 
on our website at  
www.crossview.net/calendar

www.crossview.net

CrossViewLutheran

@crossviewedina

CONNECT WITH 
CROSS VIEW
6645 McCauley Trail West 
Edina, MN,  55439-1076  

952-941-1094 (Office)
952-941-5513 (FAX)
952-941-0009 (ECC)

Developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ along life’s journey

Rev. Steve Wheeler, Senior Pastor
ext 203, steve@crossview.net

Rev. Toby Schmidt, Associate Pastor
ext 206, toby@crossview.net

Christine Eid, Children’s Ministry
ext 215, christine@crossview.net

Jonathan Zellar, Youth & Young Adults MInistries 
ext 207, jonathan@crossview.net

Stacey LaMere, Early Childhood Center
ext 222 • stacey@crossview.net

Renee Kirchner, Church Administration 
ext 204 • renee@crossview.net

Margaret Garrison, Administrative Assistant
ext 200, margaret@crossview.net

Alyssa Meger, Finance Specialist 
ext 205, alyssa@crossview.net

Claire Oie, Administrative Assistant
ext 200 • claire@crossview.net

Jason Paulson, Contemporary Music
jason@crossview.net 

Harrison Lawrence, Interim Organist
music@crossview.net 

Lynn Pahl, President

Nadar & Georgette Alaraj, POBLO

Todd & Kim Roeske, Evangelistic Missionaries in Alaska

The Clarion is published monthly by Cross View Lutheran Church. 
Items for inclusion should be sent via email to clarion@crossview.net.


